
The Crop Tool

The Crop Tool is used to 
remove areas from the 
sides of your image to im-
prove the composition and 
help direct the eye around 
the image. 

Select the Crop Tool 
by  clicking on it once. 
Drag in the Image area to 
enclose the portion of the 
image you want to retain 
in a rectangular bound-
ary. Photoshop tints areas 
outside the boundary to 
help you see which image 
areas will go and which 
will stay. The Crop tool 
has square handles to 
resize as you go, so you 
don’t need to be perfect 
on the first drag. The tint 
color and opacity can be 
changed in the Options 
bar at the  top.
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To the right is an ex-
ample of a resized Crop. 
The area of image IN-
SIDE the boundary will 
become the final image. 
The tinted area around 
it will be permanently 
removed. Once you are 
absolutely sure of your 
crop, either double click 
inside the boundary or 
press Return to apply 
the crop.
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